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doms of Persia, of Kirwan, of Syria, founded upon the ruin
of the Arabian principalities of Aleppo and Damascus, and
of Roum, the first permanent settlement of the Turks in the
Eastern Empire. In 1074 the Turks laid waste the so-called
Roman, or rather Byzantine provinces up to the shores of
the Hellespont, and intervened on behalf of cue of tl-j
rival claimants to the Byzantine throne, and from that day
forward the kingdom founded by SoMman was known as
that of Rouirij or the Muhammadan dominion in Rome,
p, grievous establishment for the Church and Empire. The
limits of the new kingdom extended from the Euphrates
to Nice in Bithynia, TOO miles from Constantinople, and
from the Euxine to the borders of Syria, for it was not
til! 1076 that the Seljuks were established in Jerusalem.
Since the Caliph Omar had taken the Holy City, the
Arabs or Saracens, as they were called in Europe, had
not interfered with the devotions of Christian pilgrims,
who had also been protected by Charlemagne and his
successors, and more recently by the'Fatimite Caliphs of
Egypt, the Christian republic of Amain, the Knights of
the Hospital of St. John, and in a fitful and intermittent
manner by the emperors of Constantinople. With the one
exception of the desecration of the Sepulchre in 1009 by
the mad Fatimite Caliph Hakem, cf whose followers the
Druses alone remain, no violence had ever been done to
Christian feeling by the successive rulers of Syria. But
when the Seljuk dominion commenced., the command of
the Holy City was entrusted to a Turkoman chief named
Ortok, who insulted the pilgrims, dishonoured the patri-
arch, and gave such provocation to the Christians that
Europe soon resounded with their appeals for protection
and cries for vengeance ; and so it happened that it was
against the Turks in Syria and in Asia Minor that Peter
the Hermit, and Pope Urban II., and Alexius the Em-
peror, directed the disordered enthusiasm against the